Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of LeRoy held on Thursday, April 25, 2024, at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Town Hall, 48 Main Street LeRoy, New York.

Members Present:



John Armitage, Council – Acting Spvsr.





William Fox, Council

John Johnson, Council

Absent:




James Farnholz, Supervisor – via Telephone





David Paddock, Deputy Supervisor
Eric Stauffer, Highway Supt.
Recording Secretary:


Patricia A. Canfield, Town Clerk

Others Present:



James Kirsch, Ted Darocha, John Condidorio,






Darlene Condidorio, Nancy Crocker, Eileen Dries,

Councilman Armitage called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag and approval of the minutes of the meeting of April 11, 2024, on MOTION by Councilman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Fox and passed unanimously. 
GUESTS:

James Kirsch, Assessor – 
Councilman Armitage read the letter from Attorney Mark Boylan regarding the assessment process and read as follows:

“There is no ability for a Town Board to set aside any individual assessments nor can it set aside an assessor’s tentative assessment roll.  The Assessor, like a Town Justice, is an independent official.  Their authority and procedures are governed by New York State Real Property Tax Law Article 5.

The Town Board has no authority under the law to influence the Assessor or the assessment process in any way.

The process by which any property owner can challenge their assessments is also dictated by the Real Property Tax Law.  The Towns Board of Assessment Review (BAR) is charged with hearing property owner’s challenges to their assessments.  Property owners who are dissatisfied with the decision of the BAR may opt for a judicial review of their assessment under Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law”.  
Signed, Mark Boylan, Attorney representing Town of LeRoy.
James Kirsch explained the process of re-assessment to make taxes equitable/fair from NYS based on market value of 93% of whole market with disadvantage of real estate tax.  Properties were last done in 2018 with residential appreciating more than commercial and farm sales according to analysis.  The process to “grieve” assessment would be to meet with assessor for property discussion, followed by appointment with Assessment Board of Review on June 3rd and finally there is a judicial review if not satisfied.  An error was recognized on the notices mailed to residents regarding the school taxable assessed value calculation.
Comments as follows:
Darlene Condidorio – Asked how residents would find out about the process and information from the Village and Town.

Eileen Dries – Asked about putting information in that the process was to be started and include with meeting minutes.
John Condidorio – Relayed he met with the Assessor and thanked him.  He expressed concern over the percentage of assessment increases with the potential of property tax increase and concern for future generations.  Asked about review of the following:

a) Possibility of stopping or slowing down the process.

b) Holding a townwide meeting with taxing entities for further discussion.

c) Including information on the website.
d) Inquired if NYS offered any guidance.

e) Review of comprehensive plans.

f) Commented on current sellers’ market.
Supervisor Farnholz [via telephone] – Would like to see a meeting set up for long-term planning.
Henry Darocha – Asked if there was any new information regarding the permissive referendum for Water District No. 12.
Supervisor Farnholz [via telephone] - Relayed the anticipated timeline for Water District No. 12 is to break ground in spring/summer 2025.  Grant funding has been secured for the project.

Eileen Dries – Asked about the homes on Vallance Road to Timberline campground that are not included on the map in Water District No. 12.  Supervisor Farnholz will speak to the engineer regarding the area in question and report back.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Special Use Permit – 7133 West Main Road – Operate Dog Boarding/Daycare
                                    Training and Grooming – Call for Public Hearing –

On MOTION by Councilman Armitage and seconded by Councilman Johnson and passed unanimously with voting as follows: Council Armitage, Fox and Johnson – aye the following RESOLUTION:
           RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of LeRoy will hold a public hearing to consider the request submitted by Cindy Lee, 8849 Keeney Road, LeRoy NY to apply for a special use permit to operate a dog training and grooming/daycare/boarding facility located at 7133 West Main Road, LeRoy NY [C-2] commercial zone as permitted under Chapter 165-19 section B (4) Animal Shelter.  Said hearing will be held on May 9, 2024, at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall, 48 Main Street, LeRoy NY.  
2. 2022 Year-End Audit Report –

On MOTION by Councilman Armitage and seconded by Councilman Fox and passed unanimously with voting as follows: Council Armitage, Fox and Johnson – aye the following RESOLUTION:
           RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of LeRoy accepts the 2022 Year-End Audit Report completed and submitted by Lumsden and McCormick CPA Auditing Firm for the Town of LeRoy Financial reporting.
3. Town Code – Side and Rear Setbacks – Zones - 
The Town Board discussed side and rear setbacks for properties in zones due to receiving many variance referrals to Zoning Board of Appeals.  Town Code has recommended change to 12’ and Town Board discussed possibly 20’ and will be reviewed and discussed.
TBM – 04-25-24

4. Highway – Summer Hours – 2024 -
On MOTION by Councilman Fox and seconded by Councilman Johnson and passed unanimously with voting as follows: Council Armitage, Fox and Johnson – aye the following RESOLUTION:
           RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of LeRoy authorizes LeRoy Highway Dept. to begin summer hours Monday thru Friday - 10 hours per day effective April 29th – September 1, 2024.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Committee Reports to be tabled until meeting of May 9, 2024.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

On MOTION by Councilman Armitage and seconded by Councilman Johnson and passed unanimously to enter into Executive Session at 8:12 PM for contractual/litigation with Town Board and Town Clerk present.

On MOTION by Councilman Armitage and seconded by Councilman Fox and passed unanimously to come out of executive session at 8:17 PM with no action taken.

AUTHORIZATION TO PAY BILLS:

On MOTION by Councilman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Armitage and passed unanimously the following bills were presented for payment:   

Abstract # 8



2023/24


Voucher #


General Fund A, B, SL & Cap Proj H:
$12,308.69

191~204 [online pay]
Highway Fund DA & DB:


$54,172.46

66~67
Water Fund SW/ HG:


$1,704.68

5




With no further business to come before the Board, on MOTION by Councilman Armitage and seconded by 
Councilman Fox and passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:18 PM.






Respectfully Submitted, Patricia A. Canfield Town Clerk
